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An artist’s drawing of the new
Mount Olivet Home entrance

Make a Difference!

Consider the Charitable IRA Rollover in giving to Mount Olivet.

• Only traditional IRAs are eligible
for gifting.
• Checks from the IRA must be
written out to qualified 501(c)(3)
charities.
• Donors can also request a direct
stock transfer from their plan
administrator to a charity.

The lobby and entrance to Mount Olivet Home, which serves as the main
entrance on Lyndale, is long overdue for remodeling. There is a high amount of
activity through this entry every day and it needs to be updated. Renovating this
entrance will be the focus of our year-end giving initiative.
Another important aspect of this remodel is to provide a greater sense of security for the building and our residents. There will be a gate/door by the receptionist
and all visitors will have to identify themselves before being allowed into the building. Currently, anybody from the outside can walk right into our foyer. This update
will give a greater sense of security for our residents in addition to making our entrance more
welcoming to their loved ones.

We would greatly appreciate it if you could
help us remodel this area which will benefit us
for years to come. The estimated cost of this extensive remodeling is approximately $175,000.
Thank you for your consideration in supporting this year-end initiative.

• Gifts cannot be used to fund a
charitable gift annuity or charitable remainder trust.
• IRA gifts will not be treated as
taxable withdrawals.
• Any individual may directly
transfer up to $100,000 annually to any charity.
Your generosity supports many
programs for seniors and children.
For more information, please contact Tyler Hauser at 612.821.3151 or
thauser@mtolivethomes.org.
This information is not intended as legal advice. Donors should always consult with their legal or tax
advisers before making a gift using IRA funds.
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The reception area is where most residents
pick up their mail on the way to the main dining room, so a more efficient way to sort that
mail will also be established. In addition, this
entrance is the main viewing area for all of our
security cameras placed around the building.

• G i f t s c a n n ot be mad e to a
private foundation or to a donoradvised fund.

Offering a continuum of high-quality care for seniors and children in an intergenerational setting

• You must be 70½ years or older
to use the Charitable IRA Rollover.

Mount Olivet Home Entrance Is Focus
of Year-End Initiative
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CELEBRATING OUR RESIDENTS
CHARLES PYDYCH
Walk into Charles “Charlie” Pydych’s
room at Mount Olivet Home and you
immediately recognize the experiences
that shaped his life: flying warplanes for
the U.S. Air Force. Artwork of planes dot
the walls, along with a painting of Charlie, by his daughter, as a young pilot.
Charlie and his parents lived in West
Springfield, Massachusetts where they
owned a store.
Charlie attended school in
the neighboring
tow n o f Lo n g
Meadow. While
in high school,
Charlie caught
the attention of
the headmaster
of a local private
Lieutenant Pydych, painted
by his daughter Madeleine

school, Deerfield Academy, and he was
invited to study there for his final two
high school years.
That same headmaster arranged for
Charlie to attend Amherst College, a
nearby, prestigious liberal arts college.
While there Charlie joined the U.S. Air
Force, which put him in line to join the
armed services since the Korean War
had just begun.
After graduating from Amherst, Charlie was sent to flight training school,
where he was trained to fly T-34 and
T-28 training jets. Seemingly bound for
Korea, Charlie was sent instead to jet
fighter training at Laredo, Texas, where
he learned to fly T-33 training jets, graduating as a second lieutenant.
Next, he trained at Lake Charles,
Louisiana, flying B-47 bombers, which
carried nuclear bombs. It was the time
of the Cold War and the concept of

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR
TIM HOKANSON

Dear friends,
I am pleased to write this column and report so many good things that are
happening here in our campus community. For the last 18 months our staff, residents, their families, and our volunteers have been totally engaged with fighting
the COVID-19 virus. The whole world seemingly stopped in its tracks, but we
continue to do what is best for our residents and our community. Quarantine
and visitation restrictions have been mandated by the Health Department and
staff COVID testing occurs on a weekly basis. We are pleased at the response
of our staff to our vaccine mandate and we can announce that except for a few
medical and religious exemptions allowed by law, our staff is 100% vaccinated!
This is an amazing milestone and is an example of how much our employees
care about protecting our residents.
This month we were notified by Newsweek magazine that Mount Olivet Careview Home has been selected as the top rated nursing home in Minnesota from
over 300 nursing homes. This was achieved based on federal Health Department facility scores, annual surveys, and how few COVID cases we have had.
This was earned because of our front-line staff in every department going the
extra mile in caring for our residents. Our high retention rate of employees is
a big part of providing excellent care and we do everything possible to see that
our employees are fulfilled and feel like part of our family here.
Thank you for being part of our extended family.
Tim Hokanson, administator

Charlie cradles a model of one of
the fighters he flew.
mutual assured destruction. He served
in the Strategic Air
Command, which,
Charlie says, “prevented World War III.”
Before his transfer
to Louisiana, Charlie
married his college sweetheart, Connie
Roberts. During the next few years
they welcomed four children: Charles,
Madeleine, Anthony, and Leslie.
When his three years of active duty
was completed, Charlie attended the
Wharton School where he earned an
MBA, then went to work for a Wall Street
investment firm, finally heading their investment division, and later for the IRS.
Charlie and Connie lived in Philadelphia throughout his post-military
career. His wife died three years ago,
and he moved to Mount Olivet Home,
near his son Charles’ home in Edina.
“I’ve had quite an adventure,” Charlie says, “and I thank God for it.” He
adds, “It was dangerous training, but
it was important in keeping us out of
war.” Charlie continued flying throughout his life. “Flying was a gift from
God,” he says as he shows his log book,
with 1200 hours of flight time. He has
many stories to tell as he remembers
those crucial years serving our country.
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MEMORIALS AND GIFTS

JANUARY 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

Mount Olivet
Careview Home
ESTATE GIFTS:
Mary Bottum
Clara Pierson

IN MEMORY OF:
ROBERT “BOB” ALLEN
Friends & Family
Edwin & Laura Aguilar
Garon & Cheryl Anderson
Judi Blomberg
Michael & Carol Garbisch
Daniel & Ruby Heiden
Raleigh Jensen
Douglas Johnson
George & Joan Johnson
Charles & Martha Jonason
Joanna Kuehn &
John Engstrom
Jay & Jean Lansing
Ronald & Gail Nida
Janice Schneider
Peter Warner
Jeri & Jerry Weber
ROBERT “BUD” ANDRE
James & Ann Andre
DALE BOLINE
Susan Bermel
Muriel Johnson
Marsha Moreen
Mark & Lisa Olson
RUBE AND BERNICE
DORNFIELD
Sandy & Darrell Norling
KATHLEEN DUGGAN
Friends & Family
Mary Benjamin
Michael Bowler
Mark & Miriam Hapka
Mary Herber
Colleen Johnson
Daniel & Susan Mickus
Mary Tisdel Nelson
CAROLYN FAITH JOHNSON
Kathy Gustafson
Eileen Swanson
LEONA FOGARTY
Michael Fogarty
GARY HACKENMUELLER
JoAnn Hucko
EARL HOLTER
Jessica Gauger
Dan and Lori Boris
Joseph & Elaine Stallone
Robin Stricklin
GEORGE KOTSONAS
Friends & Family
Beverly Anton
Charles Blake
Karen Blomberg
Donna & William
Borgerding
David & Karen Carlson
H.D. Christenson
Ardyce Cibuzar
Allen & Vivian DeJonge
Judith Diffley
Evelyn Duchene
Gayle & James Gallagher
Doug & Shannah Gillespie
Frances Gleason
Raymond & Sally Gleason
Rose Marie Gram
Tillie Hagen
Jim & Judith Hansen
Lorraine Hanson

Joyce & Hugh Heinecke
Rodney & Arlene Hill
Karen Johnson
Muriel Johnson
Theodore & Frances
Kotsonas
Jocelyn & Darrell Kroenlein
Richard & Jean Kulander
Jay & Jean Lansing
Mary Lindberg
Kathleen Lodoen
Carolyn MacAskie
Mahoney, Ulbrich,
Christiansen, Russ P.A.
William McGlone
Ronald & Arminta Miller
Lois Modig
Joyce & Chuck Muhl
Mary Nelson
Helen & Stanley Palmer
Jane & Thomas Palmer
Jeanette Parks
Janice Schneider
Donovan & Myrna
Schwichtenberg
Marilyn & Delbert Strand
Ronald Swanson
Shirley & Jeffrey Theilmann
Richard & Sandra Vigen
Michael & Carole Zacher
LEEANN KRONLOKKEN
Bob Nelson
VIOLET “VI” MCGREEVY
Jan & Mark Hamerlinck
Karen Mullins
DAVID NELSON
Diane Anderson
Mary Nelson

TOM PEARSON
Katie Bormann
Arthur Stuart Hanson
DeWayne Mickle
Sandra Nothom
Jan Utech
Marilyn Vaughan
Richard & Colleen
Wicklund
DONALD PETERSON
Lenore Peterson
PHILIP QUANBECK
Sonja Quanbeck
Louise & Jim Tetlie
RICHARD RUDOLF &
EDITH COOPER
Nina Rudolf
GEORGE SCHUH
Friends & Family
Mary Jon Olinger
Bonnie Pascaul-Lee
Lindsay Scheeler
Gary Schuh
Barbara Short
KEN USHIO
Ron Karr
Linda Todd
JENNIFER WERNER
Stephanie Sheldon

GIFTS:

Anonymous
Bruce & Joan Boettcher
The Bruce Allen Kleist
Fund of Thrivent
Charitable Impact &
Investing
Cliff Bolstad

We apologize if your name was omitted or misspelled. Call Tyler
at 612.821.3151 for corrections.

Gayle & James Gallagher
Robert & Sharon Hatlestad
Tyler Hauser
Mary Hjort
Hazel Iwen
Rick Laumb
Susan Lewis
John & Rebecca Mason
Marcia McCallum
Anne Miller
Sandra Nekola
Thomas & June Nellas
Alice Olson
Paul & Mary Olson
Scott Parker
Tom & Kim Pearson
Nila Poole
Gordon & Laurie Vetsch

MATCHING GIFT:
Wells Fargo

THRIVENT CHOICE:
Chris & Jim Duchow
Brian Farr
Annette Johnson
Kathleen Witzman

Mount Olivet
Home
ESTATE GIFT:
Mary Bottum

IN MEMORY OF:

JAMES “JIM” LAVIN
Paul & Kathleen
Boldischar
Wendy Braun
Scott & Barbara
Capistrant
Glendia Fulkerson
Chuck Kennedy

Dewitt & Phyllis Killam
Thomas Lake
Kristine Moncada
Clara Nieder
Donald Njaa
Jane & Thomas Palmer
Karen Rahn
James & Susan Raymond
Eugene Sauter
Ruth & Wayne Schneider
Gary Seibert
Renee & Robert Small
Carol Jane Weaver
Linda Wismer
NANCY LINDBERG
Robert Chapman
Leslie Quigley
WILLIAM “BILL”
MICHELSEN
Marcia McCallum
FIRMUS OPITZ
Doug & Shannah Gillespie
Dee Henderson
Shirley & Virgil Koski
Susan & Virgil Peterson
Katherine & Terrance Picha
Richard & Sandra Vigen

IN HONOR OF:
BETTY RONNING’S
100TH BIRTHDAY
Nadine Ronning
MAURINE BROSTE
Claire Streng

GIFTS:

Maurine Broste
Susan Lewis
Karen & Ted Olson
Kevin Stowe
James & Marguerite 		
Van Epps

THRIVENT CHOICE:
Loretta Vossler

Mount Olivet
Day Services
IN MEMORY OF:
DARRYL LARSON
Friends & Family
Robin Hendrickson
Gregory & Lisa Larson
Jeffrey & Tonia Monahan
Stacy Powers
Steven & Janice Ramberg
June Seng
Brenda Turi
Debbie & Paul Zattoni
GEORGE KOTSONAS
Karen Johnson
LEEANN KRONLOKKEN
Kay Nelson
DAVID LUND
Michael Lund
KEN USHIO
Laura Masunaga

IN HONOR OF:
ADULT PROGRAM STAFF
Scott Niemeyer

GIFTS:

James Mansfield & 		
Carol Epp
Dan Erlandson
Sandra Nekola
Ellen Dona & Pete Nelson
Bruce Quigley

GIFT IN KIND:

Peggy & James Sipulski

Thank You, Mari!
For 29 years, Mari Carlson has served as the Director of Development
for our church and its six affiliated ministries, a position she created at the
request of Pastor Paul Youngdahl in 1992.
During her tenure, Mari met the goals of seven capital campaigns, all
in excess of a million dollars; built successful annual giving programs for
our Mount Olivet family; produced excellent newsletters for our affiliated ministries; and created memorable and effective fundraising events.
Mari’s work on the capital campaigns contributed to making them highly
successful initiatives that have served— and will continue to serve—the
mission of our church for years. The church’s most recent capital campaign, “Building on a Strong Foundation—With Christ as Our Rock,”
successfully raised $30 million.
Mari also created the church’s planned giving program, enabling individuals who make a planned gift to become part of the Mount Olivet
Vision Partners group and support the ongoing ministries of Mount Olivet and its affiliated ministries
for years to come.
We are so grateful for all that Mari has accomplished and wish her well in her future endeavors.
The Rev. Dr. David Lose, Senior Pastor of Mount Olivet Lutheran Church
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Mount Olivet Day Services Says “Thanks” to Ginny Cullen and Roberta George
October 2021 will bring big changes
to Mount Olivet Day Services (MODS).
At the end of September two key staff
persons will be retiring. With a combined 50 years of experience at MODS,
they have left a legacy there.
Roberta George, health care lead for
adult participants, has been at MODS
for 26 years. A trained medications
aide, Roberta assists adult participants
with their prescriptions as well as assisting with baths and bathroom use.
She also works with the kitchen at
Mount Olivet Home to order meals and
snacks for the participants.
Roberta was the second employee at
MODS when she came over from Mount
Olivet Home on September 11, 1995.
“I love this place,” Roberta says. “We
have had a lot of awesome adults come
through this place through the years.”
Roberta says, “We treat this place like a
home away from home.”
Roberta remarks, “I want to spend
more time with family and travel with
my husband,” she says. “I will miss the
social interaction between staff and
participants and families. The people
we serve are so appreciative—and they
say, ‘I love you.’”
Ginny Cullen, director of adult services, is also leaving at the end of
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September. She has served in that
role since February 17, 1997.
She quickly cites “quality care,
individualized attention, and close
relationships with family members”
as qualities that make Mount Olivet
Day Services a special place. “We
emphasize respect for participants,
caregivers, and staff. We offer respite
care, socialization and stimulation,
close relationships between participants, and a sense of purpose.” Ginny
finds special joy in working with memory-challenged participants: “We see
them as they are. So we need to find
our way into their world.”
Ginny also adds that “the wider
Mount Olivet community has been so
supportive, so progressive. They know
how to involve and engage people,
and that has been good for us here.”
She confesses that COVID-19 made
her decide to retire at this time. “The
last couple years have been difficult.
We had to shut down for a time, when
our adult participants could not come
in. During that period I tried to stay in
touch with our adult participants and
their families in one way or another.
And we were so happy to welcome
them back—slowly, but as quickly as
we could. We have rebounded quite

Retiring from Mount Olivet Day Services (l-r):
Roberta George and Ginny Cullen
well, though we do have room for additional participants, both children and adults.”
Ginny says, “I have been blessed in
many ways. We have such a good group
here—we’re a team—and I always want
our adult participants to have a good day
every day they are with us. My biggest
joy has been the relationships with participants, caregivers, and staff. I will miss
that, and I know it will continue with
Lucy Palma at the lead.”

